CAPE COD AREA LEAGUE CIVICS SHOWCASES

Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School
Dennis-Yarmouth experimented with an
earlier date for their civics showcase and
held it in March this year. This decision was
aresponse to feedback we and others had
previously offered that when schools hold
their showcase in May or June, students
often do not have the time to start their
action plan. When we spoke with students
at the showcase, they expressed a desire to
continue to work on their projects and to
implement their action steps. We also heard
from the Principal that several
recommendations from previous action
projects have been implemented at the
school. After the Showcase, the school also
invited feedback from community advisors
and teachers responded to that feedback. In
the project pictured here, students have
selected the topic of Mental Health for
Teens and they propose the creation of a school support group.

Barnstable High School

Barnstable topics have showed a range of projects that would improve the school
environment and culture but also address larger societal issues. In the first few years of
these showcase events there were a large number of student groups focusing on improving
the bathrooms. But considerable progress has been made because student advocacy over
several years to the school committee and Town Council has resulted in a budget allocation
of $1,000,000 that will be used to improve bathrooms. This year school improvement
projects included building indoor gardens for the building to increase school pride, steps to
prevent littering on school grounds, and the desire for a life skills curriculum. Larger
societal topics included gun safety and immigrant discrimination.




Monomoy Regional High School (Towns of Chatham and Harwich)

Monomoy uses a whole class approach to selecting topics. They investigate different topics
and vote on the one they will select. The class divides into groups and the groups divide
into teams to work on stages of the project. Projects tend to focus on topics that have a
larger school or community impact. One school focused project was a look at grade
inflation and recommended the return of testing based on standards as the MCAS used to
and ways to ensure students are not using Al to write their papers. Examples of larger
community topics focused on affordable housing, mental health support for students, and
advocating for a higher minimum wage.

In closing, serving as community advisors at the school civic showcases is a rewarding
experience. It is good to hear the students make thoughtful presentations on important
issues and learn the process of making change.



