
Ballot Questions 2026
Question 1: Expanding the Public Records Law

Question 2: Collective Bargaining for CPCS Employees

Question 3: State Primary Elections

Question 4: Election Day Registration

Question 5: State Revenue Limit & Rebate

Question 6: Natural Resource Conservation Fund

Question 7: Single Family Homes

Question 8: Prohibit Retail Sale of Adult Recreational Use Marijuana

Question 9: Firearms Regulation



Information for Voters





https://www.vote411.org/
http://www.vote411.org


Ballot Question Funding: OCPF

https://www.ocpf.us/Reports/ballotquestionreports


Nonpartisanship 
● LWV is nonpartisan and does not endorse political parties or candidates.
● LWVMA stances on ballot questions are based on positions or goals previously 

researched and adopted by the League, which are described in Impact on Issues 
(LWVUS) and Where We Stand (LWVMA). 

● Per Internal Revenue Service (IRS) nonprofit regulations, the League does not present 
“both sides” of an issue for a ballot measure where we have positions to support or 
oppose and we have publicly taken a stand. 
○ 501c3 is education
○ 501c4 is advocacy

https://lwvma.org/league-positions/
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/ImpactOnIssues_2024-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf
https://lwvma.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Where-We-Stand-2025-Refresh-R-12.4.pdf


Advocacy 



LWVMA Advocacy Stances
Support
Question 1: Expanding the Public Records Law
Question 4: Election Day Registration
Question 7: Single Family Homes
Question 9: Firearms Regulation: Vote YES to uphold the current 
firearms law 

Oppose
Question 5: State Revenue Limit & Rebate



Yes on 1: Expanding the Public Records 
Law

● YES VOTE would make most records held by the Legislature and the Office 
of the Governor public records under the Massachusetts Public Records 
Law.

● NO VOTE would make no change to the Massachusetts Public Records Law.
● FISCAL REPORT: No discernible material fiscal consequences for state and 

municipal government finances.
● 46 state legislatures are subject to public records law
● Pending bill in legislature subjects Guv’s office to public records law



Yes on 4: Election Day Registration 
(EDR) 
● YES vote permits eligible citizens to register to vote or to update their voter registration address at 

their polling place on Election Day.
● NO vote would make no change to the laws governing voter registration.
● FISCAL REPORT: No discernible material fiscal consequences for state and municipal government 

finances.
● Would take effect January 1, 2028.
● Allows registered voters to fix any problems with registration they experience at the polls and then 

vote.
● Removes need for most provisional ballots, making election officials' job easier.
● 24 states and Washington DC already allow same-day and/or Election Day voter registration.



Yes on 4: Election Day Registration (EDR)
● Visit the Yes4EDR website www.yes4edr.org to learn more.
● Download the fact sheet and share the information.
● Volunteer to help via the Take Action tab.
● Request a lawn sign.
● Pledge to vote YES on 4 and to encourage five friends to do the 

same.

http://www.yes4edr.org/
https://www.yes4edr.org/_files/ugd/adc676_0c9267c656894baa874794528338ae0b.pdf


No on 5: State Revenue Limit and Debate
● YES VOTE would provide tax rebates (refund or credit the following year) more often 

through a prescribed formula of revenue exceeding prior year collections plus average 
wage and salary growth.

● NO VOTE would make no change in the law, Chapter 62F, relative to state revenue 
collection.

● FISCAL REPORT: 
○ Places stricter limits on allowable annual revenue growth available for budgeting. 
○ Reduces the amount of money available to support the state budget, which includes 

local aid for schools and municipal budgets. 
○ Reduces the amounts available to build the state's Stabilization, or "rainy day," Fund
○ Potentially changes the frequency of statutorily-required refunds to taxpayers.



What is “62F”?
According to the MA Comptroller:

Chapter 62F is a Massachusetts General Law from 1986 which requires that when 
tax collections in a given fiscal year exceed an annual tax cap, the excess funds 
are returned to taxpayers by the Department of Revenue. 

Rebates have been issued in 2022 (refund) and 1987 (credit).



Yes on 7: Single Family Homes
● YES VOTE allows single-family homes to be built on lots of 5,000 square feet or more in residential 

areas, subject to reasonable local regulation of certain aspects of those homes.
● NO VOTE would make no change to the law relative to building single-family homes.
● FISCAL IMPACT: Could provide positive new growth revenues to municipalities. Difficult to project 

the potential scale of new growth tied to the proposed law. 
● Yes Campaign: Legalizestarterhomes.com
● A yes vote would reduce minimum lot size requirements to 5,000 square feet (1/9 of an acre) - a size 

more typical of suburbs nationwide - in places with sufficient infrastructure, to enable more 
affordable homes for young families and seniors.

http://legalizestarterhomes.com


Yes on 9: Firearms Regulation
● YES VOTE upholds An Act Modernizing Firearm Laws (Chapter 135 of the Acts of 2024), 

Massachusetts’ landmark gun safety law 
● NO VOTE repeals the 2024 law
● An Act Modernizing Firearm Laws created stronger protections against ghost guns, 

modernized red flag laws, strengthened Massachusetts violence prevention programs, and 
more.

● CDC data shows that states with more lax gun laws have a higher per capita gun death rate.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/state-stats/deaths/firearms.html


Does the law prohibit gun owners from exercising their Second 
Amendment rights?

● No. Massachusetts residents have the exact same constitutional right to own 

and carry firearms that they did before this law was enacted.

● Nothing in the law criminalizes law-abiding gun owners.

● Massachusetts has had a long and proud history of respecting the right to keep 

and bear arms while keeping residents safe. 

● As of July 1, 2025, there were over 550,000 active licenses to carry and more 

than 20,000 active firearm identification (FID) cards, which allow individuals to 

possess a rifle or shotgun.



Benefits of the 2024 Law
● Crime gun data dashboard — Easily access info about firearm purchases, licenses and gun-related 

crimes. 

● Serialization portal for ghost guns — Individuals or entities manufacturing or assembling such 

firearms at home must request a serial number online through this portal, serialize the firearm with that 

number during assembly, and register the firearm in the portal within 7 days of manufacture/assembly. 

a. Local law enforcement report that this law gives them tools for getting ghost guns and glock 

switches off the streets. 

● Extreme Risk Protection Order enhancement — Medical providers are trained to access and petition 

for ERPOs in civil court. When an individual demonstrates a risk to themselves or others, medical 

providers now have tools to petition a judge to restrict that person’s access to firearms.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/firearms-data-dashboards
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/request-firearms-serial-numbers
https://maerpo.org/


Yes on 9: Firearms Regulations

● LEARN more at yesforasafema.com
● SIGN UP to stay informed or get involved
● AMPLIFY the campaign on social media and in your 

community

http://yesforasafema.com


Voter Education 



Voter Education
Question 2: Collective Bargaining for CPCS Employees
Question 3: State Primary Elections
Question 6: Natural Resource Conservation Fund
Question 8: Prohibit Retail Sale of Adult Recreational Use Marijuana

LWVMA has taken no position on these ballot questions and, therefore, voter education 
efforts includes both sides of the issue.



Question 2: Collective Bargaining 
for CPCS Employees

● Committee for Public Counsel Services is the public defender’s office
● YES VOTE would specify that Committee for Public Counsel Services employees may form a union 

to collectively bargain with their employer.
● NO VOTE would make no change to the law governing labor relations for Committee for Public 

Counsel Service employees.
● FISCAL IMPACT: CPCS receives its funding, in part, from state government appropriations. The 

fiscal impact is difficult to project due to the uncertainty regarding the outcomes of any such 
collective bargaining.

● Yes campaign: Labor Unions for Public Counsel Workers Rights: OCPF Statement
● No campaign: Does not exist.

https://www.ocpf.us/filers?q=95532


Question 3: State Primary Elections
● YES VOTE 

○ Eliminates separate party primaries for state elections
○ Requires a single primary in which all candidates appear on one ballot
○ Voters could vote for any candidate
○ Top two candidates advance to the general election
○ Note: Governor and Lt. Governor run together as one 
○ Party endorsements listed under each candidate
○ Provides political party status to any group whose candidates receive 3% or more of the ballots cast 

in the statewide primary
● NO VOTE would make no change to the laws governing primary elections.
● FISCAL IMPACT: No discernible material fiscal consequences for state and municipal government finances.
● Yes on 3: Coalition for Healthy Democracy
● No on 3: Voter Rights MA
● View the recording of the LWVMA education event on this question HERE.

https://yeson3ma.org/
https://www.votenoon3mass.com/
https://youtu.be/TeAlC4PzK-4


Question 6: Natural Resource 
Conservation Fund

● YES VOTE would create a fund that could be utilized for natural resource conservation that would 
receive some state taxes collected on the sale and use of sporting goods and recreational vehicles, 
and the use of golf courses.

● NO VOTE would not create this natural resource conservation fund or change how sales and use 
taxes are spent.

● FISCAL IMPACT: It is estimated that, on an annual basis, the proposed law would automatically 
divert tens of millions of dollars of tax receipts that are currently supporting the state operating 
budget to the new fund. This proposed law would also have substantial implementation costs.

● Yes on 6 Campaign: https://www.natureforma.org/
● No Campaign does not exist.

https://www.natureforma.org/


Question 8: Prohibit Retail Sale of 
Adult Recreational Use Marijuana

● YES VOTE would prohibit the legalization, regulation, and taxation of the retail sale of adult 
recreational use marijuana (non-medical), and change the penalties for possession of marijuana.

● NO VOTE would make no change to the law relative to marijuana.
● FISCAL IMPACT: Would reduce the amount that state and municipal governments receive from the 

taxation of those sales. 
○ In FY25, taxation of the retail sale of adult recreational use marijuana raised approximately 

$280 million in state revenue and $50 million in local revenue. The state budget, which is 
supported by tax revenue, funds local aid for schools and municipal budgets.

● YES Campaign www.HealthierMA.com
● NO Campaign www.stoptherepealma.com

http://www.healthierma.com
http://www.stoptherepealma.com



