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The Plymouth Area League held our first Civics Bee on March 22, 2015. As one of the League’s missions is to 
promote community involvement and understanding of local, state and national government, we envisioned that 
this event would enliven our communities' interests in civics and civics education and help promote the League 
as an integral part of the community.  

Our committee invited the ten local schools in our LWV Plymouth Area to participate. Five schools accepted 
the challenge. We were flexible in the makeup of each of the teams (middle school and high school students).  
The schools that participated were Carver Middle High School, Duxbury High School, Sacred Heart School and 
Plymouth North and Plymouth South High Schools. We would suggest that, if possible you let schools know of 
an upcoming Civics Bee before the end of the school year prior to the Bee.  Most schools plan their extra-
curricular activities before the school year starts. We had one school specifically tell us we did not tell them 
soon enough for them to participate. 

The Plymouth Town Manager, served as our Moderator.  She is well versed in government issues from her 
work and education. She brought a wonderful spirit of excitement to our event and we wanted a woman to help 
with debunking the male stereotype for government.  As it was, the great majority of our participants were 
male. The Moderator read each question twice while it was displayed on a large screen above and behind the 
teams. The answer was displayed once all the teams had answered. Our teams of four students sat at card tables 
on the stage and wrote their answers on erasable white boards, which they displayed after 60 seconds or when 
the moderator had decided everyone was ready, whichever was shorter. One point was given for each correct 
answer but some questions had multiple answers so more than one point could be obtained for a single question.  
This is something we will not do again, one question, one point. (It was too difficult for the score keepers.) 

We choose the Spire for Performing Arts in Plymouth as our venue. It is a fairly new facility in our town so it 
gave them a bit of the spotlight as well. The facility fee was very reasonable as the Bee was held on a Sunday 
afternoon. The facility was sufficient but the stage was too small to be able to array the teams so all could be 
seen from all parts of the audience and would be unsatisfactory for a larger number of teams. It was also a bit 
difficult for the students to see the screen where the questions were projected. We are considering asking the 
winning school to be the following year’s host. 

We prepared 100 questions - short answer, multiple choice and true/false. We are leaning towards not having 
any short answer questions as then we can eliminate the need for judges and save the time it takes for them to 
rule. Our goal was to use all the questions or stop after one hour of questioning, whichever came first. We used 
69 questions and did not need any of our tie breaker ones. Tie Breaker questions were significantly harder and 
were to be used in single elimination rounds if the final score had been tied between two or more teams. We had 
questions grouped into eight categories – Voting, Local Government, State Government, the Constitution, the 
Bill of Rights, the Supreme Court, the Executive and the Legislative. There were varying amounts of questions 
in each section from a high of 20 in Voting to a low of 6 on the Bill of Rights.  For next year, we will try to 
make the number of questions more equal by category and arrange it so we get through all of the categories. 

We wanted a trophy of significant size that would have the winning schools name engraved on it and that could 
reside in that school for the coming year.  After we purchased one, we received a grant to help defray the cost.  
We gave out certificates of participation to all team members. To further “sell” LWV, we provided each of the 
coaches with a written invitation to attend our Annual Meeting as our guest. Our meeting is at the end of May.   

 



We had two community members who served as Judges while League members were Score Keepers. We only 
announced a winner at the end of the event and have decided that for more crowd involvement we will 
announce the scores of each team at regular intervals 10-20 questions or at the end of each topic. Probably using 
some kind of large score board visible to all. 

We had excellent coverage from the media after the event. There was a full page of pictures in our local paper 
along with an article. The reporter also created a video that is accessible electronically on their webpage. Local 
radio did pre and post coverage of the event. They also posted pictures on their webpage under NEWS. We had 
sent a series of three press releases prior to the event but they were not acted upon by the press. We hung 
posters around town and asked that the schools display posters that we provided.  We attempted to determine 
how audience members heard about the program but the data collection did not go well. It appeared that most 
attendees were relatives of the students or League members as well as the press. 

One of our goals was to attract some younger members to our League. That did not happen this year. Another 
was to get more members involved in doing something for/with their League.  It is too soon to tell if that 
happens though at least one quarter of our members did do something for the Civics Bee and several more 
attended. 

In all, it was a very successful event and we plan to do it again next spring. 

    

 
 


