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November 27, 2017 – With elections over it is time to focus on the issues we will be addressing as we 

transition from a town to a city.  One thing that all candidates responded yes to was the need for a 

sustainability coordinator and/or energy manager. 

Framingham was designated as a Green Community in 2013. The MA Green Communities Division (GCD) 

provides grants, technical assistance, and local support from Regional Coordinators to help municipalities 

reduce energy use and costs by implementing clean energy projects in municipal buildings, facilities, and 

schools. Neal Duffy, Green Communities Coordinator for the Northeast Region will be the speaker at our next 

Informed Framingham event being held on Monday, December 11th from 7pm – 8:30pm at the McAuliffe 

Library, 746 Water Street in Framingham. The Framingham Unit of the League of Women Voters organizes 

these Informed Framingham events to help inform the community on issues they have expressed interest in. 

Joining us as a co-sponsor of this event is Sustainable Framingham. 

Before coming to DOER, Mr. Duffy worked in the Clean Energy Department at the Metropolitan Area Planning 

Council (MAPC), the Regional Planning Agency for the 101 cities and towns in the Greater Boston Area, and 

also served 10 years (6 as Chair) on the Swampscott Renewable Energy Committee.  Neal was a professional 

video producer and editor for twenty years before starting his career in clean energy.  He holds a BA in History 

from Gettysburg College, an MA in Mass Communications from Emerson College, and an MPA from the 

University of Massachusetts, Boston. 

Under the Green Communities Act, DOER’s Green Communities Designation and Grant Program can provide 

up to $20 million annually to qualified cities and towns.  The goal of the Designation Grant Program is to 

support communities’ investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy projects that further the clean 

energy goals determined by the designated communities. The Commonwealth’s 185 Green Communities 

range from the Berkshires to Cape Cod and are home to 64 percent of Massachusetts’ population in 

municipalities as large as Boston and as small as Rowe. Under the Green Communities Act, cities and towns 

must meet five criteria to be designated a Green Community and receive funding, including reducing municipal 

energy consumption by 20 percent over five years.  Since being designated as a Green Community in 2013, 

Framingham has received $551,900 in grants to fund a lighting design study and conversion at the Main 

Library, as well as HVAC equipment upgrades at the Senior Center and Police Station.  As of FY2016, 

Framingham has achieved 9.5% energy reduction compared to its baseline year (FY2011).  We have a ways 

to go to meet that 20 percent reduction. 

When we accomplish our energy goals, Massachusetts' cities and towns and the Green Communities Division 
will provide a model to help communities across the United States embrace a clean energy future for the 21st 
century. 

Mr. Duffy will give a presentation and then take questions from the audience about the purpose of this initiative 

and how to best implement programs in Framingham to reduce energy use in our municipal buildings. This 

meeting is open to the public. 



Sustainable Framingham, co-sponsor of this event, is a volunteer organization that formed in April of 2017.  

The mission of Sustainable Framingham is to promote and engage in actions aimed at improving 

environmental sustainability and reducing energy consumption in Framingham.  Their current focus is to 

encourage the elected officials in Framingham to hire a full time Sustainability Coordinator to focus on energy 

reduction.  They believe that the energy savings combined with grant funding received will more than pay for 

this position.   

The League of Women Voters is a citizens’ organization that has fought since 1920 to improve our government 

and engage all citizens in the decisions that impact their lives. The centerpiece of the League’s efforts is to 

expand participation and give a voice to all Americans.  Today, the League of Women Voters continues to be a 

respected and trusted voice for citizen participation in our democracy.  Our non-partisan policy and reputation 

for fair, unbiased and equitable forums make our events the benchmark others strive for. 

For more information on this event, please visit our FaceBook pages at www.facebook.com/LWVFram/ and 

www. https://www.facebook.com/SustainableFramingham/  
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