AN ACT MODERNIZING THE FOUNDATION BUDGET FOR THE 215" CENTURY
S.2325

Lead Sponsor: Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz

THE PROBLEM: Every day, students across Massachusetts walk into schools that are facing dire challenges. Over
the last decade, school districts have been forced to make difficult cuts year after year. Classrooms across the
state have lost critical services and programs, including social- -

emotional supports like counselors, wrap-around services,
resources like technology and books, professional development,
arts classes, and preschool programs.

On top of these cuts, Massachusetts has one of the worst
achievement gaps in the United States - ranking 48t nationally
for the achievement gap between affluent and poor students.

It wasn’t supposed to be this way.

In 1993, Massachusetts passed the Education Reform Act— which
established the “Foundation Budget” to make sure all school
districts could provide their students with a quality education.
Unfortunately, in the 25 years since, we have done little to update the formula, and it's now outdated, hampering
districts’ efforts to provide each student with the quality education they deserve.

The 2015 Foundation Budget Review Commission (FBRC) found that health care and special education costs
have far surpassed assumptions built into the original formula. The FBRC also found that the original formula
drastically understated the resources necessary to close achievement gaps for low-income and English Language
Learner students.

In all, the bipartisan commission of experts found that Massachusetts is underestimating the cost of
education by $1-2 billion every year

THE SOLUTION: To make good on our bedrock promise of providing every student in Massachusetts with equal
access to quality education, we need to significantly revise the foundation budget formula. This bill will fix the
formula to more accurately and equitably distribute resources - giving schools the funding they need to provide
students with much-needed resources like wrap around services and social-emotional support.

S. 2325 will accomplish these goals by setting a multi-year phase in of the FBRC recommendations, including:

o Realistically accounting for districts’ health care costs by using actual averages from the Group Insurance
Commission to set insurance costs and inflation rates in the Foundation Budget.

e Modernizing the ELL and low-income components to provide critical services as identified by national
research on best practices, examples provided by other states, and practices highlighted by leading districts
here in Massachusetts.

e Accurately projecting special education costs by increasing the assumed in-district SPED enrollment rate
to 16% and increasing the out-of-district cost rate to reflect the total costs that districts bear before the SPED
“circuit breaker” is triggered.

o Establish a Data Advisory Task Force to improve our use of school-level data to better inform future policy
decisions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Nathanael Shea, Senator Chang-Diaz’s office:
(617) 722-1673 or nathanael.shea@masenate.gov




Sonia Chang-Diaz
Jason M. Lewis
James B. Eldridge
Adam G. Hinds
Barbara A. L'ltalien
Michael O. Moore
William N. Brownsberger
Michael D. Brady
John F. Keenan
Anne M. Gobi
Michael J. Barrett
Patricia D. Jehlen
Eileen M. Donoghue

Jack Lewis
Marjorie C. Decker
Solomon Goldstein-Rose
Daniel J. Ryan

José F. Tosado
David M. Rogers
Leonard Mirra
Peter J. Durant
Diana DiZoglio
Brian M. Ashe
Robert M. Koczera
James J. Dwyer
Chris Walsh
Kenneth I. Gordon
Jonathan Hecht
Russell E. Holmes
Mike Connolly
Steven Ultrino
William L. Crocker, Jr.
Carolyn C. Dykema
Bud Williams

Paul A. Schmid, I11
Aaron Vega
RoseLee Vincent
Thomas M. Stanley
Byron Rushing

Senate Co-Sponsors

Joseph A. Boncore
Joan B. Lovely
Cynthia Stone Creem
Sal N. DiDomenico
Eric P. Lesser

Julian Cyr

Marc R. Pacheco
Kathleen O'Connor Ives
Harriette L. Chandler
Patrick M. O'Connor
Ryan C. Fattman
Mark C. Montigny
Cindy F. Friedman

House Co-Sponsors

Denise Provost
Michael S. Day
Daniel Cullinane
Jennifer E. Benson
Juana Matias

Kate D. Campanale
Paul W. Mark

Kay Khan

Natalie Higgins
Geoff Diehl

Elizabeth A. Malia
Todd M. Smola
Kevin J. Kuros
Carmine L. Gentile
Susan Williams Gifford
Mary S. Keefe

James J. O'Day
Tricia Farley-Bouvier

Donald R. Berthiaume, Jr.

Michelle M. DuBois
Thomas A. Golden, Jr.
Colleen M. Garry
Paul Brodeur

Smitty Pignatelli

Nick Collins

Carlos Gonzalez

Michael J. Rodrigues
James T. Welch
Michael F. Rush
Donald F. Humason, Jr.
Viriato M. deMacedo
Richard J. Ross
Bruce E. Tarr

Paul R. Feeney

Dean A. Tran
Stanley C. Rosenberg
Walter F. Timilty
Karen E. Spilka

Jonathan D. Zlotnik
John H. Rogers
David F. DeCoste
Frank A. Moran

Sean Garballey

John J. Mahoney
Daniel M. Donahue
Adrian Madaro
Christine P. Barber
Evandro C. Carvalho
Chynah Tyler

Daniel J. Hunt
Kimberly N. Ferguson
Edward F. Coppinger
Jay D. Livingstone
Michael J. Moran
Jeffrey Sanchez
Angelo M. Scaccia
Josh S. Cutler

Aaron Michlewitz
Andres X. Vargas
Linda Dean Campbell
Lori A. Ehrlich
Louis L. Kafka
David Paul Linsky
Paul Tucker



	FBRC Handout--student walkout--FIN.pdf
	Co-Sponsors of FBRC bill.pdf

