
The MA Civic Learning Coalition, a group of organizations with decades of experience in civic education, urges 

you to support establishing The Civics Project Trust Fund.  The 2018 civic education law, Chapter 296, calls 

for the state to establish this fund, modeled after those proven successful in other states, to be 

administered by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education.  

 

The Civics Project Trust Fund will ensure that schools have the resources needed to provide every 

young person in the Commonwealth with high-quality civic learning so they have the skills and 

knowledge needed to be participants in our democracy.

WHY FUND CIVIC EDUCATION IN MASSACHUSETTS?

CIVICS PROJECT TRUST FUND

$1 .5  M I L L I O N  F O R  T H E  

In a 2018 survey of Mass. district superintendents, 59.5% 

rated the level of civic learning in their districts as 

“insufficient” and 65% reported offering only “few/limited” 

or “occasional” opportunities for civic learning.  This Fund 

will help bring back civic education in our schools. 

CURRENT CIVIC LEARNING 
IS INSUFFICIENT IN MANY 

MASS. SCHOOLS

Students of color and those from low-income families are the 

least likely to engage in a range of “best practices" of civic 

learning like mock trials, visits from those who are active in 

the community, or opportunities to help solve community 

problems. This Fund will ensure distribution of resources 

to low-income communities. Without it, high-quality civic 

education will only take hold in some communities. 

INEQUITIES MUST BE 
ADDRESSED IN WHO HAS 

ACCESS TO CIVIC 
EDUCATION

The new civic law requires that teachers build new skill-sets 

in civic education including project-based instruction.  

Unfortunately, in a 2018 survey, 75% of Massachusetts 

teachers reported they currently do not have professional 

development resources available to them. This Fund will 

directly support needed teacher training statewide. 

TEACHERS NEED QUALITY 
TRAINING TO MEET NEW 

STATE REQUIREMENTS

WE MUST ENSURE 
YOUNG PEOPLE ARE 

ACTIVE IN OUR 
DEMOCRACY

Only 32% of Millennials believe they “have a legitimate 

voice in the political process” and very few Millennials trust 

political and governmental institutions like Congress (16%) 

Young voters (18-24) demonstrate the lowest voting rates 

in local and national elections.  This Fund will help prepare 

the next generation of civic leaders in our democracy. 



WHAT IS  HIGH-QUALITY CIVICS EDUCATION
All public schools shall teach American history and civics. 

All public schools shall provide students at the middle and 

high school levels with student-led civics projects. 

Establishes a Civics Project Trust Fund which will be used 

to create a statewide civic infrastructure. 

Includes provisions to encourage voter education and a 

statewide civics showcase for 8th graders 

The Massachusetts Civic Learning Coalition 

is composed of civics education nonprofits, 

school districts, research institutions, and 

others deeply invested in students' civic 

learning in order to prepare students to 

become more active in their society.

WHAT DOES THE NEW CIVIC EDUCATION LAW REQUIRE?

HOW WOULD THE $1.5M CIVICS TRUST FUND BE SPENT?
Research-Based Budget Recommendation: The amount proposed for the Fund is based on research collected 
from budget data that reflects best practices in funding civic education policy including budget amounts 
(adjusted for the size of MA) and specific budget line-items from (1) the Illinois State Civics Fund and (2) the 
Sacramento Regional Civics Project Fund. 
 

"There is a tremendous need for schools 
to educate students on American history 

and civics.  The student-led civics 
projects will  encourage teens to be 

engaged in their community and will 
shape future involved citizens." 

 
- Cassandra Dasco 

Freshman at Hingham High School 


