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A Message from Our Co-Presidents 

Dear League Members, 
  
Welcome and thank you for attending Day on the Hill!  Your presence at our lobby day is proof 
that democracy is not a spectator sport. As we approach the mid-point in Massachusetts’ two-
year legislative cycle, this is the perfect time to check in with your legislators and let them know 
your priorities.  Nothing makes a stronger impact on legislators than personal visits from 
constituents.  
  
We are delighted to have as our keynote speaker the highest-ranking woman in the state 
legislature—Senator Karen Spilka, Senate President. 
  
And we are focusing on the need to act now in four key areas:  Election Day Registration, the 
Climate Crisis, Education Funding and Reproductive Rights.  Our legislative specialists in those 
areas will outline the reasons we are working so hard on this legislation. We hope you will share 
those reasons with your Senators and Representatives.   
  
Be sure to leave the handout on the legislation we are backing with the legislators you visit, and 
return the feedback form to us here before you leave so we have the information we need to 
convince legislators that it’s time to act.   
  
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank the LWVMA Legislative Specialists who make up our 
Legislative Action Committee.  Their hard work over the two-year legislative session makes the 
League’s voice effective on Beacon Hill.  They identify key legislation, track it over the entire 
session, testify at hearings, issue calls for action when action is important, and participate in 
coalitions.  The League salutes them! 
  
Enjoy your day on Beacon Hill and know that the effort you are making is important. 
 
All our best, 
 
  
 
 
Mary Ann Ashton   Judy Zaunbrecher 
LWVMA Co-Presidents 
 
 
"The League of Women Voters is the gold standard in advocacy. I tell my staff when they see 
the League's name among the supporters of something, pay attention." 
 
--Nancy Pelosi, Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives 
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Keynote Speaker:  Senate President Karen Spilka 

   

 

 

Schedule 

9:30—10:00 Registration and coffee 

10:00—10:15 Welcome and introductions 

10:00—11:00 Priority Legislation Panel 

 Election Day Registration—Linda Freedman 

 Climate Crisis—Launa Zimmaro 

 Education Funding—Mary Frantz 

 Reproductive Rights—Tracy Brown 

 

11:00—11:45 Keynote Speaker:  Senate President Karen Spilka, Q&A 

11:45—12:00 Lobbying Tips  

12:00—1:00   Visit with your own Senator and Representative; Return feedback sheet to Room 428 

 

Senator Karen Spilka represents the 2nd Middlesex and Norfolk 

district—Ashland, Framingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopkinton, 

Medway and Natick. Before becoming Senate president, she was 

Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways & Means and has been 

Senate Majority Whip, Assistant Majority Whip, Chair of the Joint 

Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies, 

and Chair of the Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons 

with Disabilities, a committee she helped originate.  She began her 

legislative career as Representative for the Seventh Middlesex 

district in 2001. Prior to becoming a legislator, she was in private 

practice as an arbitrator and mediator, specializing in labor and 

employment law and community and court mediation. Spilka is a 

graduate of Northeastern Law School and holds a B.S. in social work 

from Cornell University. She is married and has three adult children. 
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Legislative Action Committee 

The Legislative Action Committee is made up of specialists in various areas who identify key legislation, 
recommend League support or opposition, track the bills through the legislative session, lobby 
legislators and committees, prepare and present written and oral testimony, and recommend and 
prepare action alerts when needed. 
 
The League has positions in many areas of legislation, and could be more active in these areas if we had 
a specialist in that area.  If you feel strongly about a topic not currently covered, please consider joining 
the LAC as a specialist.  You can truly make a difference.  We often hear the League “should do 
something” in these areas.  We can’t without someone to do it.  Maybe you? 
 
Legislative Specialists encourage League members who are interested in closely following an area of 
legislation or a specific bill to contact them and be added to that specialist’s “team” for notifications of 
committee hearings and other activities related to specific legislation.   

Nancy Brumback, Chair, LWVMA Director  
Kathy Leonardson, Vice-Chair, LWVMA Director 
 

Legislative Specialists 
Affordable Housing—Clare Gordon 
Agriculture--Louise Haldeman 
Casino Gambling—Louise Haldeman 
Children and Family Issues—Palma McLaughlin 
Criminal Justice and Courts—Colleen Kirby  
Education (Finance)—Mary Frantz 
Education (Higher Education)—Susan Loffredo 
Education (Policy)—Karen Mazza 
Elder Affairs—Pat Costello 
Elections and Voting—Linda Freedman 
Environment: Energy and Climate Change—Launa Zimmaro 
Environment: Natural Resources—Loring Schwarz, Carolyn Lee 
Fiscal Policy--June Michaels 
Good Governance—Carolyn Lee 
Gun Control—Jennifer Muroff, Sue McCalley 
Health Care—Janice Goodell, Valentina Pasquantonia 
Immigration—Jennifer Muroff 
Meeting Basic Human Needs—Clare Gordon 
Transportation—Tanya Roy, Lois Levin 
Water Resources—Carolyn Lee 
Women’s Issues—Tracy Brown 
 
To reach any of the Legislative Specialists, email specialists@lwvma.org. 

 

 

mailto:specialists@lwvma.org
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Priority Legislation 2019-2020 
 

Election Day Registration:  H685/S396  Rep. Elizabeth Malia and Sen. Cynthia Creem and H636 Rep. 
Jennifer Benson 
Election Day Registration (EDR) would enable voters to register and vote at the polls, removing an 
arbitrary deadline for voter registration.  H685/S396 allows people to register and vote on Election Day 
at individual precincts; H636 would allow people to register and vote on Election Day at satellite 
locations such as a Town Hall.   

 Registered voters who discover errors in poll books or omissions from voter lists could cast 
ballots instead of using problematic provisional ballots. Some states have found that over half of 
the people using EDR are already registered but have a problem with their registration rather 
than new voters. 

 With the threat of sophisticated cyberattacks on registration lists, it is critical to enact this now.  

 EDR has been adopted in 20 states and the District of Columbia. It is a proven, commonsense 
reform. 

 States with EDR have 3-12% higher voter participation than states without EDR. 

 EDR does not make elections any more costly. States with EDR report costs simply shift – for 
instance, more resources may be needed on Election Day, rather than before or after. 

 In the 40-year history of EDR, election officials have reported virtually no problems with fraud. 

 

Climate Crisis:   Carbon Pricing, H2810/S1924  Rep. Jennifer Benson, Sen. Michael Barrett 
To establish a price on carbon emissions that result in global warming, with protections for low- and 
moderate-income households and environmentally vulnerable populations and to provide a source of 
revenue for investment in energy efficiency and clean energy infrastructure and programs. 

 Reduce climate-changing greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Protect vulnerable residents and businesses. 

 Stimulate the state’s economy by keeping energy dollars in Massachusetts and in the 
technology, innovation and renewable energy sectors. 

 Promote renewable energy jobs and businesses. 

 Advance the transition to a renewable, clean energy future for a habitable world. 
Implementation Roadmap, H832 Rep. Joan Meschino 
To establish clear guidelines and requirements providing a framework for transforming our current 
energy system to one that would support a livable future, consistent with current science and the 
accelerating pace of climate change.  

 Set carbon emissions targets leading to net zero emissions by 2050, with built-in timelines for 
analysis, implementation and review of efforts to ensure effectiveness. 

 Require development of a comprehensive package of regulations by 2022. 

 Apply to all sectors of the economy and sources of emissions. 

 Protect low- and moderate-income populations and jobs. 

 Encourage evaluation of multiple, viable options for achieving emissions targets. 
Reforming Natural Gas Utilities, H2849/S1940  Reps. Lori Erlich and Christina Minicucci, Sen. Cynthia 
Creem 
To establish a pathway for natural gas utilities to transition to clean, safe and renewable thermal energy 
and protect the public from the dangers of the Commonwealth’s neglected natural gas system.   

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H685
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S396
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H636
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2810
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1924
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H832
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2849
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1940
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 Provide safe, reliable, affordable and clean renewable energy to heat and cool homes and 
buildings using proven technology, accessible to the most vulnerable populations. 

 Keep communities safe by improving coordination for gas leak repair between gas companies 
and municipalities.  

 Keep energy dollars in the local economy and expand jobs and businesses based on heat pumps, 
thermal storage and solar thermal and heat delivered through district energy systems. 

 Require transparency in the decision-making process of the Department of Public Utilities (DPU) 
and increase the voice and power of municipalities and gas customers to interact with the DPU. 

 

Education Funding: Student Opportunity Act S2350 Joint Committee on Education 
Makes a $1.5 billion new investment in Massachusetts public education, ensuring public schools have 
adequate resources to provide high quality education to students across the state. 

 Replaces S238 (The Promise Act) and has the recommendation of the Joint Committee on 
Education. It has passed the Senate. 

 Fully implements the recommendations of the Foundation Budget Review Commission of 2015 
with $1.4 billion in new Chapter 70 aid over the next seven years  

 Fully funds charter school reimbursements, expands the special education circuit breaker to 
include transportation costs, lifts the annual cap on Massachusetts School Building Authority 
spending 

 Implements policy updates to maximize the impact of new funding in improving student 
outcomes and closing the opportunity gap 

 Establishes a Rural Schools Commission and requires the Department of Revenue and the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to analyze and report on the method of 
determining required local contributions in the Chapter 70 formula. 

 

Reproductive Rights: ROE Act H3320/S1209 Reps. Patricia Haddad and Jay Livingstone, Sen. Harriette 
Chandler 
This bill would expand access to reproductive rights and abortion in Massachusetts. 

 Protects teens by eliminating the requirement to obtain parental or judicial permission to access 
abortion. This requirement causes teens to delay care or travel outside of Massachusetts, and is 
opposed by the American Medical Association and the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

 Expands access to abortion after 24 weeks of pregnancy to include cases of fatal fetal anomalies. 
The current law allows abortion after 24 weeks only to protect the mother's health.  

 Establishes safety net coverage for abortion for people excluded from MassHealth. Such 
coverage already exists for all other pregnancy-related care. 

 Reforms outdated state laws by removing medically inaccurate language, abolishing medically 
unnecessary abortion restrictions like an unenforced 24-hour waiting period, and codifying the 
principles of reproductive freedom into state law. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2350
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3320
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1209
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Other Legislation Supported by LWVMA: 
Listed below are the bills the League is supporting in the 2019-2020 session.  The full title of the bill and 
the testimony we have submitted if a hearing has been held are available on our website, 
https://lwvma.org/advocacy/league-supported-legislation/ 
 

Affordable Housing: 
H1305/S797 To update rental voucher program 
H1288/S775  To increase the production of low-and middle-income housing 
H1264 To provide rent support to prevent families from losing homes 
 

Children and Family Issues: 
H102, S36  To set floor for welfare benefits 
H591/S267 To make breakfast available after school begins 
H104, S37 To repeal family cap on welfare benefits 
H197/S125 To provide domestic violence education for salon employees 
H585/S256 To specify how schools deal with meal debt 
H3334/S865 To provide domestic violence training for child advocates 
 

Criminal Justice and Courts: 
H3420/S825 To raise age of juvenile jurisdiction gradually to include 18-20 year-olds 
H1486/S940 To revise how criminal justice system deals with those under 25 
H1386/S900 To expunge of certain charges against juveniles 
H1493/S1014 To decriminalize consensual adolescent sexual relations 
H3457/S1390 To make changes to parole board 
H1541 To require parole unless evidence of danger 
H3358/S826 To require parole hearing after serving 25 years 
H1343/S937 To support treatment, not jail, if an addict relapses 
H2047/S1379 To eliminate broad restrictions on prison visits 
 

Education (Finance): 
H586/S238 To revise funding formula for education 
 

Education (Higher): 
H1214/S741 To expand funding for public higher education 
H1209/S764 To reform how institutions of higher education deal with sexual harassment and violence 
 

Education (Policy): 
S240 To create pre-kindergarten grant program  
 

Elections and Voting: 
H685/S396, H636 To establish Election Day Registration 
S397, H681, H684/S387 To expand early voting 
H719, S414 To implement ranked choice voting in state and federal elections 
H635/S420 To provide a local option for ranked choice voting in municipal elections 
H687/S388/H721 To strengthen law requiring audits of random precincts after elections 
H639/S408 To allow campaign funds to be used for child care 

https://lwvma.org/advocacy/league-supported-legislation/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1305
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S797
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1288
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S775
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1264
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H102
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S36
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H591
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S267
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H104
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S37
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H197
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S125
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H585
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S256
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3334
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S865
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3420
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S825
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1486
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S940
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1386
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S900
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1493
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1014
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3457
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1390
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1541
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3358
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S826
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1343
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S937
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2047
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1379
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H586
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S238
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1214
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S741
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1209
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S764
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S240
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H685
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S396
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H636
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S397
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H681
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H684
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S387
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H719
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S414
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H635
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S420
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H687
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S388
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H721
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H639
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S408
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H78 To allow no-excuse absentee voting 
 

Environment—Climate Change and Energy: 
H2836/S1958 To set goals for renewable energy use 
H832 To implement 2008 Global Warming Solutions Act 
H2810, S1924 To implement carbon pricing 
H2802/S2005 To implement an omnibus energy bill 
H3008/S2106 To establish a Regional Transportation and Climate Initiative agreement 
H2865/S1935 To define highly energy-efficient buildings 
H761/S464 To promote environmental justice 
H2849/S1940 To transition natural gas industry to renewable energy 
H853 To remove biomass from allowed renewable heating options 
H3846 To provide a mechanism for funding mitigation, resilience, and adaptation measures 
 

Environment—Natural Resources: 
H2522/S1767 To provide tax credits for donating land for conservation 
H2463/S1618 To increase funding for Community Preservation Act 
H3500/S1230 To ban toxic flame retardants 
H3661 To ban certain chemicals in firefighter equipment 
H842/S2014 To promote using natural resources to combat carbon pollution 
 

Good Governance: 
H3422/S861 To require a warrant before obtaining information from phone or internet company 
H1538/S1385 To establish a moratorium on use of certain technology until regulations are enacted 
 

Gun Control: 
H2045/S1388 To require reporting and analysis of data on guns used in crimes 
H2092 To require all private gun sales to occur at licensed dealer to assure background check 
 

Health Care: 
H1194/S683 To establish single-payer health care in state 
H1948/S1332 To license midwives 
S834 To permit civil lawsuits by victims of female genital mutilation 
H1853/S1235 To evaluate and regulate medical step therapy protocol 
H1154 To permit pharmacists to discuss drug prices, add pharmacy benefit managers to state laws 
 

Immigration: 
H3573/S1401 “Safe Communities Act” on immigration enforcement 
H3012/S2061 To allow drivers’ licenses regardless of immigration status 
H1368 To require costs of state and local immigration law enforcement be covered by federal funds 
H1239/S740, H1236/S739 To permit in-state tuition for some non-citizen students 
 

Meeting Basic Human Needs: 
H1265 To remove requirements for families to spend one night in places not fit for sleeping 
H1173/S678 To create a common application for safety-net services 
H150/S76 To create a bill of rights for the homeless 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H78
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2836
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1958
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H832
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2810
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1924
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2802
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2005
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3008
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2106
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2865
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1935
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H761
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S464
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2849
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1940
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H853
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3846
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2522
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1767
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2463
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1618
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3500
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1230
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3661
https://malegislature.gov/bills/191/h842
https://malegislature.gov/bills/191/s2014
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3422
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S861
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1538
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1385
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2045
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1388
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2092
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1194
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S683
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1948
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1332
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S834
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1853
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1235
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1154
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3573
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1401
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3012
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2061
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1368
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1239
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S740
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/h1236
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/s739
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1265
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1173
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S678
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H150
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S76
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H2434, S1646 To increase the earned income tax credit 

 
Transportation: 
H3118/S2042 To improve bicycle and pedestrian safety 
S2120 To require hands-free devices when driving 
H2873 To continue rebates for zero-emission vehicles 
H3075/S2035 To create a variable-toll pilot program for tunnels 
H2653/S1694 To allow municipalities and regions to raise taxes for transportation projects 
H2869/S2116 To prohibit registration of new non-zero-emission vehicles after 2038 
H3010/S2114 To create a pilot program for revenue based on vehicle miles 
 

Water Resources: 
H751/S490 To create statewide sewage discharge notification system 
H762/S535 To improve water conservation during droughts 
H1781, S1645 To permit a “water-banking” fee on large-scale water users 
 

Women’s Issues: 
H3320/S1209 To change laws affecting abortions in state, called the “ROE Act” 
H410/S263 To provide sexual health education 
H1949/S1334 To create a commission to study racial disparities in maternal health 
H3572/S1898 To create an independent commission on workplace harassment and sexual assault at 
State House 
H1959/S1274 To make menstrual products available without cost 

 
Legislation Opposed by LWVMA: 
Listed below are the bills the League is opposing in the 2019-2020 session. 

 
Elections and Voting: 
H658, H705 To require photo ID to vote 
H677 To eliminate public campaign financing   
H704, H709 To allow electronic transmission of completed absentee ballots by overseas voters 
 

Good Governance: 
H3208/S2163 To call for a Constitutional convention to overturn Citizens United 
 

Tips on How to Lobby Your Legislator 
 
What is Lobbying? 
 
Lobbying is part of participation in the democratic process, an extension of the right to be heard, and is 
an important form of advocacy and public policy participation.  The goal of League lobbying is to 
produce a vote by a legislator in line with our position. Lobbying to convince a legislator of the merits of 
your position requires an understanding of the rationale that supports that position. The goal is to 
influence on the basis of your knowledge and understanding of the issue. 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2434
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1646
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3118
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2042
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2120
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2873
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3075
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2035
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2653
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1694
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2869
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2116
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3010
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2114
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H751
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S490
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H762
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S535
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1781
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1645
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3320
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1209
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H410
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S263
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1949
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1334
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3572
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1898
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H1959
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1274
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H658
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H705
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H677
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H704
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H709
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H3208
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/s2163
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Why is the League Unique When It Comes to Lobbying? 
 
There is no shortage of paid lobbyists and special interests who aggressively try to influence legislators 
on public policy. State legislators, however, are most responsive to their constituents. They need to 
know that a specific issue is a priority in their community, and it takes the people who live and work in 
the community to convince them. League members as constituents are the most credible messengers 
because the legislators are well aware that the League of Women Voters acts, advocates, and lobbies on 
positions that have been established through study and consensus. 

 
DO: 

 Identify yourself immediately and establish clearly that you are a constituent.   

 Understand that you may meet with an aide instead of the legislator. 

 Know the status of the legislation. Refer to a bill by number whenever possible. 

 Use your own words to describe why you care about the issue. Include a personal story if 
possible. 

 Be brief and explicit, courteous and reasonable.  Limit a visit to 10-15 minutes. 

 Give legislators succinct, easy-to-read literature; highlight important facts and arguments. 

 Thank legislators or staff for their time.  

 Get to know legislative staff and treat them courteously. Their cooperation can make or break 
your chances to reach the legislators themselves. 

 Keep the door open for further discussion in spite of any apparently negative attitudes. 
  
DON’T: 

 Don’t arrive unprepared.  

 Don’t apologize for taking their time.  

 Don’t be arrogant or rude toward legislators or their staff. 

 Don’t argue or back legislators into a corner if they take an opposing position. 

 Don’t send copies or form letters unless you include a personal note. 
 

League Online Resources 

The Citizen Lobbyist  A handbook on how the legislature works and how to lobby effectively 

https://lwvma.org/advocacy/the-citizen-lobbyist/ 

 

Legislation LWVMA supports/opposes  A complete list of the bills LWVMA is working on this session, 

with League testimony on them 

https://lwvma.org/advocacy/league-supported-legislation/  

 

Advocacy Toolkit A variety of resources on League advocacy 

https://lwvma.org/member-resources/toolkits-for-members/advocacy-toolkit/ 

 

State Legislature Online Resources  
 

Information on Massachusetts Legislature — https://malegislature.gov/  
 

https://lwvma.org/advocacy/the-citizen-lobbyist/
https://lwvma.org/advocacy/league-supported-legislation/
https://lwvma.org/member-resources/toolkits-for-members/advocacy-toolkit/
https://malegislature.gov/
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How to find your legislator — https://malegislature.gov/Search/FindMyLegislator  
 
State Senators (email address, phone, room number) — https://malegislature.gov/People/Senate 
 
State Representatives (email address, phone, room number) — 
https://malegislature.gov/People/House  
 
Legislative Committees — https://malegislature.gov/Committees  
 
Status of Current Legislation —  https://malegislature.gov/Bills/Search  
 
Legislative Schedule, Committee Hearings — https://malegislature.gov/Events  
 
State House floor plans — http://lwvma.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/RO2LQG1.pdf  
 

https://malegislature.gov/Search/FindMyLegislator
https://malegislature.gov/People/Senate
https://malegislature.gov/People/House
https://malegislature.gov/Committees
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/Search
https://malegislature.gov/Events
http://lwvma.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/RO2LQG1.pdf

