
2020 LWVMA NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
The charge to this year's Nominating Committee was to present to the LWVMA Council a slate of 
directors, officers and off-board Nominating Committee members for the 2020-2022 biennium. The 
Nominating Committee solicited nominations and suggestions from League members through League 
communications and attendance at Field Service and other meetings. The Committee recognizes the 
commitment of our local Leagues and is appreciative of their participation in the nomination process. 
Now that the LWVMA has adopted staggered terms for Board participation, we will be returning each 
year to fill at least one half of the Director positions. We are grateful for the dedicated leadership of the 
current Board of Directors and acknowledge their particular assistance this year. 
 
The Nominating Committee will propose to the 2020 Council the following slate of directors, officers and 
off-board nominating committee members for the 2020-2022 biennium.  
Please take the opportunity to read the nominees’ biographical statements that follow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biographies 

 
Judy Zaunbrecher, Co-President (July 1, 2019-June 30, 2021)  
Judy has been a LWVMA Board member since 2017 and is completing her first year of a two-

year term as Co-President. Besides sitting in on many Board committees, she currently 

serves as the LWVMA lead in all things 2020 Census and as chair of the LWVMA 100th 

Anniversary Committee. She has been a member of the League of Women Voters  
of Concord-Carlisle since 2015 and serves on its Board as the Voter Service Chair. Judy serves on 
Concord’s Natural Resource Commission and on the Community Preservation Committee and was a 
member of Concord’s Comprehensive Long Range Plan Committee (2016-2018). She is retired from 
Welch’s where she was VP of Research and Development. She worked for 39 years as an R&D manager 
and executive at Welch’s, SC Johnson, and Procter & Gamble. Judy has degrees in Biochemistry and 
Chemical Engineering from Rice University. 



Elizabeth Foster-Nolan, Nominee for Co-President (July 1, 2020-June 30, 2022)  
Elizabeth Foster-Nolan is completing her first year as a LWVMA Director. She joined the 
Weymouth LWV in 2010 and became a Member-at-Large when Weymouth disbanded. 
She is an experienced moderator for local and Congressional candidate nights and 
this past year, she chaired the LWVMA Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee, was a 
member of the Voter Engagement Committee, and chaired the Moderator Training and 

Mentoring Sub-Committee. A social worker for many years, Elizabeth earned her JD in 1990 from 
Duquesne University School of Law in Pittsburgh, PA. She combined her legal and social work skills to 
become the Director of Professional Development for a 200 member Boston law firm where she 
mentored and coached associates and developed training curriculums for the firm’s 11 practice areas. 
She was elected to a national committee tasked with creating a competency model for Professional 
Development Specialists and was also a member of her firm’s Diversity Equity and Inclusion committee. 

 

Kathy Leonardson, First Vice President (July 1, 2019-June 30, 2021)  
Kathy is completing the first year of her two year term on the LWVMA Board, previously as 
the First Vice President and now as a nominee for First Vice President again. As First V.P., 

Kathy enjoyed learning about State League activities, sitting on the 100
th

 Anniversary 
Committee, the Nominating Committee, and the Legislative Action Committee. She has been  

a member of the LWV Marblehead since 1995, serving as co-president, newsletter editor, publicity chair, 
and legislative envoy; she has facilitated a gun safety group, a book group, and a current events 
program. At the state League level, she was co-chair of the Fiscal Policy Update Study Committee (2005-  
8) and a member of the LWVMA Study Committee on Special Education (1998-2000). She has served on 
the Town of Marblehead’s Finance Committee and was elected twice to the School Committee. Kathy 
was trained as a cell and molecular biologist and appreciates data-informed approaches to problem-
solving, a hallmark of the League. 
 

Amy Smith, Nominee for Second Vice President (July 1, 2020-June 30, 2022)  
Amy is completing her first year on the LWVMA Board as a Director and now is a nominee 
for Second Vice President. She co-chairs the LWVMA Membership Steering Committee 
and also serves on the Communications Committee. Amy joined the LWV of Topsfield/ 
Boxford/Middleton in 2015, serves on their Board of Directors, and manages local website  

and social media. In addition, Amy is a Field Service representative for the North Shore/Merrimack 
Valley region, and is a member of the LWVMA Legislative Envoy program. She recently retired from a 
30-year career as a professional writer and social media specialist for a variety of Boston-area high-tech 
companies and she lives in Georgetown where she also serves on the board of the Friends of the 
Georgetown Peabody Library. 

 

Courtney Rau Rogers, Nominee for Secretary (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2021)  
Courtney Rau Rogers has been a member of the League of Women Voters since 2009 and is 
president of the LWV Norwood. Her local League has sponsored forums on the Community 
Preservation Act, Ranked Choice Voting, and local energy resources. They have also 
partnered with the Yes For Norwood Schools political action committee advocating for an  

operational override for the schools. On the state level, Courtney is a member of LWVMA’s 100th 
Anniversary and DEI Steering Committees, and was the primary author of the Suffrage Movement “Then 
and Now” Civics Education Toolkit. She is currently the Assistant Principal for Student Services at 
Bigelow Middle School in Newton, MA, where she coordinates special education and counseling 
services. Courtney earned an M.A. degree from Boston College in Special Education and a second M.A. 
from Endicott College in Educational Leadership. In addition to her work in public schools, Courtney was 
a member of the Norwood School Committee from 2008-2016, serving as Chairperson twice. 



Tanya Roy, Nominee for Treasurer (July 1, 2020-June 30, 2022)  
Tanya Roy is completing her first year as a Director on the LWVMA Board and is the 

nominee for Treasurer during the second year of her term. Tanya is a board member and 

Legislative Specialist for LWVMA, as well as a board member and Legislative Envoy 
for LWV of Wellesley. She serves as a board member and treasurer of Wellesley  

Students’ Aid Society where she oversees a $35 million endowment dedicated to providing 
financial and other assistance to Wellesley College students. She also is on the board of the 
Community Fund for Wellesley and tutors through the Wellesley ESL program. Tanya has 
extensive experience in investment management, based on a thirty year career with Fidelity 
Investments as a portfolio manager for fixed income funds, spanning both the bond and money 
markets. Recently retired from Fidelity, Tanya is now focused on applying her energy to the 
nonprofit sector. Tanya earned a B.A. from Wellesley College and an M.B.A from the Kellogg 
Graduate School of Management at Northwestern University. 
 

Jo-Ann Berry, Nominee for Director (July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021)  
Jo-Ann has been a LWV member since 1988 and a member of the Acton Area LWV since 
1993. She co-chaired the After-School Child Care study (93-94), has held many and varied 
local board leadership and steering committee positions. On the state level, Jo-Ann served 
as a LWVMA Director and Scharfman Fund Trustee (07-09), was a member of the LWVMA  

Citizen Education Committee, and has been moderating candidate and issue forums for local and state 
offices since 2006. She has been a leader and guide in developing and teaching moderator training 
programs for local Leagues. In 2000, Jo-Ann took a break from LWV leadership and served two terms on 
the Acton School Committee. In 2015, she received the 'Above and Beyond' Award from the LWVMA for 
her voter service and moderator work. Jo-Ann has degrees from Boston University and Simmons College 
and has been teaching high school English / Special Education for the Justice Resource Institute since 
2013. 

 

Karen A. Callanan, Nominee for Director (July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021)  
Karen Callanan lives in Nahant and has been a LWVMA Member at Large since 2017. She 
served two years on the LWVMA Ballot Question Study Committee, and this past year has 
been a member of the LWVMA Membership, DEI Steering, and the Scharfman Grant Review 
Committees. Karen has over two decades of experience providing legal, strategic,  

technical, and operational leadership for insurance and nonprofit companies in the areas of corporate 
governance and professional liability and has developed operating standards to insure consistency of 
business processes. She served as an elected Member of the Professional Liability Industry Trade 
Association and chaired its National Education Committee. Karen has volunteered with Girls Inc. Lynn 
as a Board member and Chair of its Finance Committee, the Nahant Conservation Committee, and The 
First Tee of Massachusetts – an organization serving youth that develops life skills through the game 
of golf. Karen earned a JD at Western New England College School of Law, Springfield, MA and a B.A. 
in Education from the State University of New York College at Buffalo, NY. 
 

Susan Flicop, Nominee for Directo (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2021)  
Sue Flicop has been a League member for over 10 years and has served as President, Co-
President and member of the Steering Committee of the League of Women Voters of 
Newton over the last 8 years. Her particular focus has been on voter education and 
organizing Candidates’ Forums for Newton municipal elections and she has moderated  

candidates’ events for several other Massachusetts Leagues and communities. She has previously been 
a Board member of The Bostonian Society, Historic Newton, Newton at Home, and the Chestnut Hill 
Association, and has served as a volunteer for the Child Assault Prevention Program and a member of 
the Newton South School Council. A graduate of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Sue also has 



an MBA from Northeastern University and did doctoral research at the University of Maryland at College 

Park. She currently works at the Boston College International Study Center as a Research Associate in 

Operations and Quality Control. 

 

Marie Gauthier, Nominee for Director (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2022)  
Marie Gauthier contacted LWVMA about starting a League of Women Voters of Franklin 
County in November 2016 and has served as its president since its founding as a Unit in 
January 2017. The Unit was recognized as an official local League on August 1, 2018 and 
has been a vibrant new League presence in Franklin County ever since. On the state level,  

Marie has served on the LWVMA Membership Steering Committee since November 2017. She also 
serves on the Education Council for the Buckland-Shelburne Elementary School, as a regional 
representative for Mass Poetry, volunteers with the Mohawk Trail Music Association, and organizes and 
directs the Collected Poets Series in Shelburne Falls, where she lives with her family. She works as the 
Marketing Projects Specialist for Pioneer Valley Books, a publisher of literacy resources. 

 

Hartell Johnson, Director (July 1, 2019-June 30, 2021)  
Hartell Johnson is completing the first year of her two year term as a LWVMA Director. This 

past year she served on the LWVMA Development and 100
th

 Anniversary Committees as 
she completed her Masters in Gender, Leadership, and Public Policy at the UMass Boston, 
McCormack Graduate School of Policy and Global Studies. She is a member and former  

Vice President of the League of Women Voters, Greater Haverhill. Hartell has over 15 years of 
community engagement experience including a 2017 run for Haverhill City Council and for the past two 
years she has served on both the City of Haverhill Cultural Council and Community Affairs Advisory 
Boards. She is employed as a Business Support Analyst at Fresenius Medical Care, North America, and is 
lead liaison for the IT Support Department. She also serves as a member of the Board of Directors at 
Birch Tree Montessori School. 
 
 

Vedna Lacombe-Heywood, Nominee for Director (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2022) Vedna 
Lacombe-Heywood has been a board member of the Plymouth Area LWV since 2018 
serving on the voter services committee, as well as a co-chair for the state DEI board.  She 
is an RN who currently works at Brigham & Women’s Hospital as a Surgical Trauma Burn 
I.C.U nurse and has been a part of several hospital committees as well as being a recent 

Essence of Nursing honoree. She is also a bereavement specialist who co-facilities a pregnancy, infant 
and toddler loss group for parents on the South Shore. She has served on several boards, including the 
S.E. Ma Division of the March of Dimes, Plymouth Area Advisory Board for Dept of Children and 
Families, N.A.A.C.P and Hope Floats Advisory Board. She currently serves on the Diversity Committee 
for Plymouth, Haitian Community Partners in Brockton and is the immediate past vice-chair for the 
Haitian American Chamber of Commerce of Ma. She was an appointed member to the Managed Care 
Ombudsman Committee for the State of Florida and a current elected School Committee Member for 
the Plymouth District. Vedna is a Haitian native who emigrated to the U.S. as a young child. She 
participated in missions work as young adult in Central America and the Caribbean which exposed her 
to the importance of community service, advocacy and social activism. 
 

Susan Millinger, Nominee for Director (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2022)  
Sue Millinger has lived in Shutesbury since 2008 and she joined the Amherst LWV in 2010. 
She has been Publicity and Public Relations chair and a Board member, 2012-2014; Editor of 
the electronic bulletin, 2016-present; and on the Board, then Steering Committee since 
2017. Currently she is also convener of the Centennial Commemoration Committee, and  



member of the Sustainability and Climate Action Committee. Before moving back to Massachusetts in 
2008, Sue spent thirty-three years teaching history and humanities at Roanoke College in Virginia. There 
she was an active member of the Virginia and the Southeastern Women’s Studies Associations as well as 
NOW and the American Association of University Women. She did her graduate work at the University 
of California at Berkeley, spending four years teaching at Lakehead University in northwestern Ontario 
before returning to Berkeley to complete her PhD. in 1974. 
 

Brenda K. Safford, Nominee for Director (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2022)  
Brenda Safford has been a board member and currently serves as the president of the 
Worcester Area LWV. She received her B.S. and M.S. in Human Services and Rehabilitation 
Counseling from Assumption College and has been an Associate Professor at Quinsigamond 
Community College in Worcester since 2014. Prior to her QCC work, Brenda was employed  

at Assumption College as the Director of Multicultural Affairs and by the YWCA, Central MA, as Director 
of Women's Economic Empowerment programs. She has served on many Boards and state-wide 
committees including the YWCA, the Worcester Youth Center, the City of Worcester Advisory Board for 
Affirmative Action, the Greater Worcester Community Foundation Scholarship Committee, and the 
Quinsigamond Community College Board of Trustees. Brenda has been awarded the YWCA Katherine 
Erskine Award (Katherine Erskine was a 50 year member of the LWV Worcester!), the 'Community 
Builder' Youth Institute Award, Girl Scouts 'Woman of Distinction' Award, and the ACE (African 
Community Education) Award, amongst others. 

 

Sharon McCarthy, Nominee for Nominating Committee, Off-Board and Chair (July 

1, 2019-June 30, 2021)  
Sharon McCarthy moved to Harvard, MA in 1988 and she has been active in the Harvard 
LWV since 1990. She served two terms as President, numerous terms as Vice-President, 
and as an At-Large Director. Sharon has moderated too many candidates’ night debates to  

count and has worked on many local special projects, e.g., Civility Matters. She remains passionate 
about voter education and has served for two years on the Nominating Committee prior to her 
nomination as Chair. Sharon currently chairs the Harvard Board of Health and is a member of Harvard’s 
Charter Commission. She also chairs “Arm in Arm,” a steering committee which brings together Harvard 
civic organizations and clubs whose members are interested in promoting understanding, awareness, 
and appreciation in the community. In prior years, she was chair of the Harvard School Committee, a 
member of the Town Center Wastewater Policy committee, and a Girl Scout leader. Sharon earned a 
Ph.D. from the University of California, Irvine, in Environmental Analysis. She worked for over 30 years 
in the environmental consulting business. 

 

Jean Cherdack, Nominating Committee, Off-Board (July 1, 2019-June 30, 2021)  
Jean has been a League member for 38 years, serving two terms as President of the LWV of 
Glen Rock, New Jersey. She served on the LWV of Northampton Area board for nine years 
and has recently joined the LWV of Franklin County. She was elected to the LWVMA Board 
in 2013, co-chaired the Membership and Local League Services (MLLS) Committee, and  

served as a Scharfman Board trustee. Jean chaired a demographic study to be used to help local Leagues 
attract members from different demographic groups. In 2015 Jean was elected President of the LWVMA 
and served a two-year term. She continues to serve on the Scharfman Board and the Scharfman Grant 
Committee. Jean helped establish and continues to mentor several new Leagues in Western MA. She 
volunteers with "It Takes A Village," a grass roots organization that helps new moms during their first 
year of motherhood. She has a BA in History and did graduate work in Judeo-Christian studies. This will 
be Jean's third year as a nominating committee member. 
 



Sharyn Roberts, Nominee for Nominating Committee Member (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2022)  

Sharyn Roberts comes to us from LWV Newton where she’s been an active member 
for over 20 years and on the LWVN Board for almost that long. Originally she led the 
Voter Service team for about ten years before the job was split into Citizen 
Education and Voter Registration. Currently, she helps people register to vote in a  

number of venues, including farmers’ markets, city festivals and at high schools and colleges. 
Sharyn has been a Field Service Representative for the LWVMA Metrowest Region for about 10 
years. During that time she also played an active role in making sure our Annual LWVMA 
Phonothon was successful. Sharyn has been very involved with Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, was 
a troop leader for years and now volunteers citywide and district-wide for the Scout Councils. 

She also worked with the Understanding Our Differences (formerly Understanding Handicaps) 

Program for 40 years, serving on their Board for over 30 years. 
 

This report is respectfully submitted by the 2019-2020 Nominating Committee:  Wendy Manz, Chair 

(Lexington), Sharon McCarthy (Harvard), Jean Cherdack (Franklin County), Lee Bona (Worcester) and 

Kathy Leonardson (Marblehead). 




