
HOMEWORK 
H.1267/S.766 An Act Establishing Medicare for All in Massachusetts 
In preparation for Oct. 27 Day on the Hill and Medicare for All advocacy, Val 
Pasquantonio, our healthcare specialist, has assigned homework. Please do calculation 
#1 and know the fact in #2. 
 
#1:  These numbers are for your eyes only. It is the comparison (which is more?) that 
is the important information. 
 
Write down how much you make per year by working. Subtract $20,000. Multiply that 
number by 2.5% (by .025) (If you have multiple earners in your household do the 
same for all working adults and add the totals before you multiply by 2.5%)* 
THAT IS # A 
 
Write down the amount you pay per year out of your own pay (or total family pay) for 
health insurance coverage (include dental, vision, drug insurances).  
Add to that the total of all the copayments, deductibles, dental, vision, out of pocket 
prescription drugs you pay (or family pays) per year.  
Add all these numbers together. ** 
THAT IS #B 
 
Which is more?    #A* or #B** 
 
 
 
*EXAMPLE #A 

• One earner family: Pay per year is $60,000. Subtract $20,000 equals $40,000. 
Multiply $40,000 by 2.5% (by .025). Answer is $1,000 
 

          (In this example #A would be $1,000.) 
 

• Two earner family:  
o earner one pay per year is $65,000. Subtract $20,000 equals $45,000;  
o earner two pay per year is $50,000. Subtract $20,000 equals $30,000 

                               add $45,000 and $30,000 to equal $75,000 
                               multiply $75,000 by 2.5% (.025)  Answer is $1,875  
 
              (In this example #A for 2 earners family would be $1,875) 
 
**Example #B 
EVERYTHING YOU PAY OUT OF POCKET PER YEAR FOR HEALTH CARE. You can 
estimate.  Include: 

• all health related insurance premiums you pay out of pocket per year 
• all copays you pay per year 
• all deductibles you pay per year 
• all dental bills, vision bills, all Rx drugs you pay out of pocket 

 
ADD ALL THESE OUT-OF-POCKET HEALTH EXPENSES UP…That is #B 
 
Which is more?    #A* or #B** 



 
 
#2: You need to know that although this bill has “Medicare” in its title this is a 
misnomer. 
This bill is nothing like Medicare. Let me repeat. This bill is nothing like Medicare! 
That is an important point for you to know and to articulate to your legislators when 
you speak to them at Day on The Hill Oct. 27. (Note: You will find out why Medicare for 
All is not the same as any medical insurance that exists from our specialist-- to be 
continued!) 
 
More information will be available to you before and at Oct. 27 virtual Day on The Hill. 
 


