
 
LWV Needham proposes adopting the Death With Dignity position from LWV Utah as an 
LWVMA position: 
We are proposing a concurrence with the League of Women Voters of Utah's position 
as follows: 
In January 2016, the League of Women Voters of Utah conducted a study on Death with Dignity and subsequently 
released a consensus position statement based on that study: 

1.     The League of Women Voters of Utah believes state laws should grant the option for a terminally ill 
person to request medical assistance from a relevant, licensed physician to end one’s life. 
2.     The League of Women Voters of Utah believes such legislation should include safeguards against 
abuse for the dying and/or medical personnel. 

 
Neither LWVMA nor LWVUS has a position on Death with Dignity. LWV New York and LWV Maryland have 
subsequently concurred with the LWV Utah study and adopted the position. We are proposing that LWVMA does 
the same. 
 
We are respectfully asking your League to consider submitting this concurrence as part of your program planning 
response. 
To submit this on your Program Planning form, go to the 2nd page of the form, under concurrence and enter: 
Our League proposes a concurrence with the LWV of Utah study of Death with Dignity (2016). The position is 
stated below. 

1.     The League of Women Voters of Utah believes state laws should grant the option for a terminally ill 
person to request medical assistance from a relevant, licensed physician to end one’s life. 
2.     The League of Women Voters of Utah believes such legislation should include safeguards against 
abuse for the dying and/or medical personnel. 

 
Thanks for considering, 
Karen Price, for the board of LWV-Needham 
 
LWV Amherst is proposing a state study on the issue of reparations to see if there is concensus 
and whether a position can be developed: 
 
Amherst has created a reparation fund, and assigned creating a plan to its African Heritage Reparations 
Assembly. Other Massachusetts cities such as Boston and Northampton are considering studies of 
reparation. A bill proposing a commission to study reparations has been filed in the MA Senate 
(currently SD2393) as has a bill creating reparations for the descendants of American slavery 
(SD2019).  HR40 has been introduced at every Congressional session since 1989; in April 2021 it was for 
the first time moved to the House floor for full consideration, but did not receive a vote. It was 
reintroduced in January 2023. The online timeline “Reparations in the United States” lists a number of 
different institutions which have initiated some sort of reparation over the past decades.  

Isn’t it time for the Massachusetts League to study reparations, and decide whether or not to take a 
position on an issue of increasing relevance to our communities and our State?  

Proposed LWVMA Study on Reparations (draft):  

Reparations are a complex issue, evoking strong opinions pro and con by members of the League as well 
as in American society. The Study would consider: Why Reparations? What is the history—and the 
present-day situation—which leads some to support reparations? What arguments support those who 
look at the same events and oppose reparations? Different reparations have been suggested: what are 



they, and what are the arguments for and against each type of reparation? Some argue that only the 
federal government can properly provide reparations; others argue that local governments can also 
provide reparations.  How would a position either in favor of or in opposition to reparations be s 
supported by existing League positions? To be successful, the study must carefully consider both pros 
and cons, presenting the evidence and the arguments to the local Leagues for their consideration. 

Would your League support study of this issue, whether or not you would endorse the language of the 
(draft) proposal. If so, please include a study of reparations on your Program Planning response form. 

Susan Millinger, Amherst League 

LWV Northampton is proposing a study to revise and update the current LWVMA affordable housing 
position: 

LWV Northampton Proposal to revise and amend the LWVMA policy on Affordable 

Housing/Homelessness 

Rationale: 

• The LWVMA has established positions on Affordable Housing, including a section on 

homelessness (p. 51-53 in Where We Stand), but that the included data is based on information 

from the 1970’s and 1980’s, and has limited information on homelessness specifically. 

• The United States Government has established the Biden-Harris ALL IN: The Federal Strategic 

Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness which has an interim goal of decreasing homelessness 

25% by January 2025, and includes three foundational pillars—equity, data, and collaboration—

and three solutions—housing supports, homelessness response, and prevention.     

( Executive Summary https://www.usich.gov/fsp/executive-summary/    ALL IN -

https://www.usich.gov/All_In_The_Federal_Strategic_Plan_to_Prevent_and_End_Homelessness.pdf   

• The Northampton LWV has been studying homelessness and resources for unhoused individuals 

in Hampshire, Franklin and Hamden counties and has compiled an initial list of resources and 

has connected with local and agencies to learn about the barriers to housing. 

• Our study of regional, state, and federal policies and programs indicates an urgent need for 

better funding and for revised and coordinated policies that affect housing for low-income 

individuals in different communities.  Information from documents from the Pioneer Valley 

Planning Commission, the UMass Donahue Institute, and The Center for American Progress, 

indicates that the supply of affordable housing is shrinking relative to the need, and that the 

definitions of “market value,” “affordable housing” and “median income” among other terms 

are not necessarily reflective of current economic situations. 

Rental housing issues in Pioneer Valley-https://www.nepm.org/regional-news/2023-02-13/in-tight-

market-low-income-renters-can-wait-years-for-federal-vouchers-and-still-not-find-a-home  

https://donahue.umass.edu/our-publications/greater-springfield-ma-housing-report-the-first-in-depth-

scan-of-the-region-in-the-covid-era 

https://www.thereminder.com/localnews/holyoke/holyoke-city-council-discusses-housing-end-to-scho/ 

https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/13668/Unlocking-Opportunity-An-Assessment-of-

Barriers-to-Fair-Housing-in-Northampton 
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https://www.nepm.org/regional-news/2023-02-13/in-tight-market-low-income-renters-can-wait-years-for-federal-vouchers-and-still-not-find-a-home
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https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-rental-housing-crisis-is-a-supply-problem-that-needs-
supply-solutions/ 
 

We request that the LWVMA undertake a study to strengthen and update its position on Affordable 

Housing 

• to reflect current data and specifically focus on homelessness, 

• to better advocate for local and state policies that will address an acknowledged problem in 

housing,  

• to address the need for representation and resources for the under-housed and unhoused 

people in our communities 

Brigid Glackin  for board of LWV Northampton area and Springfield unit  

    

LWV Cape Cod Area is proposing two additional Action Priorities and goals under each: 

ACTION PRIORITY—Preventing Gun Violence 

ACTION GOALS: Support legislation to ban unregistered, unserialized, and untraceable “ghost guns,” 3-D 
printed guns, and gun parts. Advocate for state government to continue to collect and analyze gun 
crime data in order to determine how crime guns are getting to our streets and how Massachusetts can 
stem the tide of illegal guns used in crimes. 

ACTION PRIORITY—Protecting Critical Water Resources and Coastal Areas 

ACTION GOALS:  Ban the dumping of nuclear wastewater into Cape Cod Bay. Support protections for 
other Commonwealth water resources, such as freshwater lakes and ponds, wetlands, coastal areas, and 
rivers. 

Carole Young-Kleinfeld, Member of LWVCCA Health, Legislative, and Voter Service Committees 
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