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All persons should receive fair treatment under the law. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has a
responsibility to ensure the safety and civil rights of all residents, regardless of their immigration status.
Given the federal administration’s commitment to mass deportation, the unprecedented allotment of funds
for immigration enforcement ($170 billion), the increased presence of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) in our state with their aggressive targeting of immigrant communities and blatant
disregard for due process, it is urgent for Massachusetts to do all it can to protect communities from these
federal threats. It is imperative for our state to make its best effort to prevent the deportation of
immigrants who live, work, and pay taxes here, by setting its own clear policies.

To meet the current moment and address the harsh changes in immigration enforcement, the League
supports a strengthening of The Safe Communities Act, H.2580 /S.1681 (SCA) to ensure the following
priority protections:

e Ban future 287(g) Agreements - Massachusetts law enforcement personnel should not be
deputized by the federal government to act as ICE agents. It is not their job, and any involvement
with immigration enforcement distracts from their mission to ensure public safety.

e Prevent Informal Partnerships between Local Law Enforcement and ICE — Local law
enforcement officers need to focus on keeping our communities safe by preventing and
investigating crime. Police-ICE partnerships result in diminished trust among immigrants, who
will not feel safe reporting crimes or participating in any kind of court involvement.

e Prohibit Local Law Enforcement from Asking about Immigration Status — The law should
clearly prohibit police from asking about immigration status. This would send a clear message to
communities that they can trust local law enforcement personnel.

When due process is denied to any group, it weakens the rule of law for all of us. The League of Women
Voters supports due process for all persons, including the right to a fair hearing, right to counsel, right of
appeal, and right to humane treatment. Considering the federal government’s continuing disregard for

constitutionally guaranteed due process rights, we need to shore up this critical piece of the SCA as well.

There are over 150,000 undocumented people in Massachusetts. These immigrants are an integral part of
our communities. They are our neighbors, friends, classmates, and family members. They are students in
our schools and universities. They are business owners (almost 10,000 are entrepreneurs), and they make
vital contributions in many fields, including health services, science, and service industries, It is estimated
that they pay about $650 million in state and local taxes and over $900 million in federal taxes. Their total
spending power in the Commonwealth is an estimated $4.5 billion.

No one should have to live in a constant state of fear of deportation and family separation, and yet now
this fear is all too real in immigrant communities. In Massachusetts, 1,400 people were detained this past
September alone; less than half had criminal records. Sweeps like this continue to include children,



students, parents, and people with disabilities, many of whom have lived in the Commonwealth for many
years.

At a meeting in Berkshire, County where I live, community organizers talked about the consequences of
the Spring 2025 ICE raid. “In the immigrant community, people have stopped living their lives...They are
not taking their kids to the doctor or to school. They are not going to food pantries.” In past years, medical
providers and domestic violence advocates have testified to this committee that undocumented people are
unwilling to report domestic abuse and wage theft or seek medical treatment for life-threatening
conditions due to fear of deportation. An increase in fear means that there will be more untreated
workplace injuries and medical conditions, more unreported wage theft, and more domestic violence
victims who don’t seek help. The situation will only get worse if distrust of local and state law
enforcement grows.

Many local police chiefs are stellar examples of community policing. They do not wish to get involved
with ICE for routine traffic stops, and they do not question people regarding their

immigration status. Many of them want to build trust in their communities so that victims can feel
comfortable reporting crimes. However, there have been cases in Massachusetts where it appears that
local law enforcement has enabled the work of ICE. Consider, for example, the case of the 13-year-old
from Everett, whose detainment by local police raises questions about violations of years of legal
precedent based on the Lunn decision of 2017.* LWVMA believes we need a clear uniform statewide
policy to prevent all local law enforcement from enabling ICE and to protect civil rights for everyone.
Only then can all Massachusetts residents feel safer living their lives, regardless of where they reside or
work.

While immigration policy reforms, including a path to legal status, remain unachieved, the national
League does not support deporting immigrants without legal status who have no history of major and/or
violent crime. The Massachusetts League opposes the deputizing of state and local police to enforce
immigration laws in Massachusetts.

LWVMA, representing 44 local Leagues from Cape Cod to the Berkshires, and the national League of
Women Voters affirm that it is the responsibility of all levels of government to provide equality of
opportunity for education, employment and housing for all persons in the United States, regardless of
their race, color, gender, religion, national origin, age, sexual orientation or disability—or immigration
status. The League stands in solidarity with immigrants and our partners in the immigrants’ rights
community.

For all these reasons, LWVMA supports H.2580 /S.1681 and asks that you favorably report this bill out of
committee. Thank you for your consideration.



*Lunn vs. The Commonwealth (2017) limits the authority of law enforcement to hold a person in custody
based solely on a federal immigration detainer.
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https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/massachusetts/
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ICE in the Berkshlres
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ICE enforcement in September 2025
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Arrest of Everett teen
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-ice-arrest

https://www.masslive.com/news/2025/10/lawyers-demand-investigation-after-ice-arrests-everett-teen-in-c
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